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" bloated " military and naval budgets. This is true in 
England, in Italy, in Japan, in Russia, and to a less ex- 
tent in France. The recent action of our Congress in 
defeating so overwhelmingly the extravagant four-battle- 
ship program, presented and urged by the Navy Depart- 
ment and the President with every device of argument 
and persuasion, is a most hopeful omen. While the ad. 
dition of even one battleship to the United States navy 
yearly seems entirely needless, from any point of view, 
nevertheless, the limitation of naval increase to this mini- 
mum, and the opposition in Congress of a considerable 
number of delegates even to that, is a clear evidence 
that the time has come when the whole problem is here- 
after to be dealt with, not from the point of view of 
sentiment or of the past glamour and glory of war, but 
from that of present civilization and the necessity of 
turning the great sums now consumed in military and 
naval expenditures into channels which will improve the 
condition of the masses economically, educationally and 
socially. The efforts of our Board, in cooperation with 
those of the peace workers in New York and other cities, 
to secure remonstrances from the clergy, business men 
and others against the four-battleship program were suc- 
cessful beyond our expectations. The results, as shown 
by the remonstrances sent from Boston, New York, Fall 
River, Providence, Baltimore, Columbus, Minneapolis, 
Indianapolis and other cities, have encouraged us to 
believe that public sentiment among the masses of the 
people is more advanced on this subject than had been 
supposed, and to redouble effort hereafter to secure a 
complete arrest and gradual reduction, by cooperation of 
the governments, of the enormous armaments now so 
burdening the world and crippling the progress of our 
Christian civilization. 

THE SEVENTEENTH INTEBNATIONAL PEACE CONGRESS. 

The Seventeenth International Peace Congress is to 
be held in London during the week beginning July 27. 
Great preparation is being made by the British workers 
to make this, if possible, the greatest peace demonstra- 
tion ever held. All foreign delegates who desire it 
will be given free hospitality. The Congress will be 
opened by a member of the British Cabinet and presided 
over by Lord Courtney, one of the most eminent of 
British statesmen. Great public meetings will be held, 
while the Congress is in session, in various parts of Lon- 
don, with a view of reaching the different classes of pop- 
ulation and the various races that inhabit the city. It is 
most important that a large representation of Americans 
should attend this Congress, which, meeting in the 
world's metropolis and under the eaves of the British 
Parliament, ought to be made of immense weight in ad- 
vancing the international peace cause. 

THE OUTLOOK. 

The meeting and encouraging results of the Hague 
Conference, the International Peace Congress, the Na- 
tional and State Peace Congresses held during the year, 
the International Law Association Conference, the in- 
crease of the number of treaties of obligatory arbitration, 
the widespread and ever-enlarging and deepening interest 
of the populations of the different countries, and the sup- 
port of the movement by the heads of government and 
great numbers of the foremost statesmen of the world, 



encourages the belief that the nations of the world are 
rapidly approaching such a state of organization and 
mutual understanding and cooperation as will soon assure 
abiding peace throughout the earth. This ought to stim- 
ulate all the friends of peace in our own Society and 
elsewhere to do the utmost that is within them to bring 
this greatest and most commanding movement of the 
times to its early and full consummation. 

MEMBERSHIP AND FINANCES. 

Since our last report an unusually large number of our 
old and tried workers, including most valued members of 
our Board and vice-presidents, have been taken away by 
death. The list of our members has, however, considerably 
increased during the year, and if the new plan of Branch 
Societies and reduction of the membership fee from two 
dollars to one dollar be approved by you to-day, we hope 
that within the coming year our membership may be 
doubled and even quadrupled. The addition of a Field 
Secretaryship and an Agency in California, with addi- 
tional clerical service in the office and the enlarged output 
of literature, etc., has greatly increased our expenses. A 
special contribution from Mr. Carnegie has assured us of 
the means with which to support for some years to come 
the Field Department and the California Agency, and 
the generous contributions of many of our members and 
friends lead us to hope that we shall have income enough 
to meet the general enlargement of our work. The re- 
sponse to our appeal for contributions has not this year, 
because of the financial stringency, been as large as it was 
last. We hope, however, that the amount still lacking will 
soon be made up. It is most important that this should 
be done. We have received during the year a legacy of 
$750 from the estate of Anna Q. T. Parsons of Roxbury, 
and we have just received notice of a legacy of $5,000 
left the Society by the late Matthias N. Forney of New 
York, who was an active member and generous supporter 
of our work while he lived. Our Treasurer's report, 
which has already been presented, shows the largest 
receipts and expenditures that we have had. We appeal 
to all the members and friends of the Society everywhere 
to make such gifts to the Society's funds as they may be 
able to do, and as the great cause demands. In no way, 
we think, can money be more wisely used than in the 
promotion of a movement which is, we trust, before long 
to relieve the peoples of the nations of the immense bur- 
dens laid upon them by the overgrown militarism of the 
time. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, 

Benjamin F. Trueblood, 

Secretary, 

May 12, 1908. 



Illusion of War. 

War 

I abhor, 

And yet how sweet 

The sound along the marching street 

Of drum and fife ! And I forget 

Wet eyes of widows, and forget 

Broken old mothers, and the whole 

Dark butchery without a soul. 

Without a soul — save this bright drink 
Of heady music, sweet as death ; 
And even my peace-abiding feet 



148 



THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



June, 



Go marching with the marching street; 
For yonder, yonder goes the fife, 
And what care I for human life ; 

The tears fill my astonished eyes, 
And my full heart is like to break ; 

And yet 'tis all embannered lies, 
A dream those little drummers make. 

O it is wickedness to clothe 

Yon hideous, grinning thing, that stalks 
Hidden in music, like a queen 

That in a garden of glory walks, 
Till good men love the thing they loathe ! 

Art, thou hast many infamies, 

But not an infamy like this. 
O snap the fife and still the drum, 

And show the monster as she is ! 

— Richard Le Gallienne. 



New Books. 

Is Peace on Earth ? and Other Poems. By David 
Henry Wright. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Co. 
Paper, 64 pages. 

This collection of verses, though named for the first 
poem in the book, the theme of which is Peace, also con- 



taining lines entitled " The Cruiser Philadelphia," which 
express regret that a warship is called after "Penn's 
Great City of Love," and again stanzas on " Peace on 
Earth," takes up a variety of other topics. Like Whittier, 
in the choice of subjects, but unlike him in respect to 
style or thought, which is individual, Mr. Wright honors 
great humanitarian causes and leaders of his time. 
Among his heroes and heroines, living or dead, to whom 
he pays tribute, are Archbishop Ireland, Bishop Cole- 
man, Clinton B. Fisk, Neal Dow, Lucretia Mott, Wen- 
dell Phillips and Tolstoy. The author unites moral 
earnestness with the pure religious spirit of the Quaker, 
and combines beauty of language with smoothness of 
rhythm. It is a pleasure to read his little book. 

Under the Red Cross. By David Henry Wright. 
New York : Drexel Biddle. Paper, 32 pages. 

Published nearly ten years after the above, and dedi- 
cated to friends whom he met in connection with the 
Red Cross, with which he served in the Spanish war, 
this little volume has a still greater variety of subjects 
than the former and the same excellent qualities of style. 
It has, however, that deeper insight into love and life, 



Convincing Argument for Peace in Rare Civil War Photographs 

The Civil War of the United States was the worst known in the history of civilized nations. Countless lives were sacrificed and 
homes made desolate ; millions of dollars worth of property was destroyed. Few people fully realize the awful horrors of the conflict. 
The coldjfacts of history are not sufficiently'impressive to turn the minds of the present generation to the principles of universal peace. 

Advanced thinkers are endeavoring to spread this 
peace doctrine. The question is, how to most quickly 
attain the desired end. One effective means is to 
show war as it really is, in all its horror. 

During the Civil War, Mathew B. Brady closely fol- 
lowed the Union forces and made over 7,000 actual 
photographs, covering the important events of the 
period, 1861-1865. They have been secreted from 
public view, in fire-proof vaults, for forty-three years, 
and are now shown to the public for the first time. 
They constitute the strongest evidence of the great 
civil conflict in existence. Government records fully 
authenticate these priceless negatives. 

They embody in faithfulness and accuracy the scenes 
of the camp, the march, the forts, the fortifications and 
trenches, the wounded, the prisoners, the hurriedly 
made graves, and the heroes themselves, whose coun- 
tenances can be recognized by their comrades in the 
ranks. These are real photographs, not imaginary 
drawings of artists, or lithographs, engravings or photo- 
gravures. Each is made direct from an actual photo- 
graphic negative. 

The whole of this rare and wonderful collection was 
recently purchased by me. I have selected over 200 
representative scenes and present reproductions of 
them in ablum form. They are chronologically ar- 
ranged and each has its authentic history. The scenes 
are printed on fine white enameled paper and the 
pages of the album are 11x15 inches in size. It is 
durably and handsomely bound in heavy board covers, 
printed in gold. 6,000 of these albums were sold be- 
fore the edition was ready for delivery. 

The price of the album is #3, transportation prepaid 
to any address in the United States. Shipment can 
be made the same day order is received. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Prospectus of the album, containing 
thirteen full page scenes with descriptive text, will be 
sent on receipt of five cents in stamps to cover pos- 
tage and packing. 
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DUNKER CHURCH, ANTIETAM, AFTER BATTLE 



Mr. Edward S* Holden, Librarian of the Library United States Military 
Academy at "West Point, New York, writes: 



" Your publication, ' Original Photographs Taken on the Battlefields During the 
Civil War of the United States,' is an original document of the first importance. ~* 



It 



gives an excellent selection and reproduction from the seven thousand Brady negatives 
owned by you. The six thousand negatives belonging to the United States war Depart. 



ment are not available, at present, to private investigators, and your volume is doubly 
welcome therefore. I beg to congratulate you on this publication, which will have a 
very large usefulness, and to hope that you will print other volumes of the sort." 



EDWARD B. EATON, Cheney Tower, Hartford, Conn. 



